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ANNCR: 

EVERY FOUR YEARS, AMERICAN VOTERS ELECT A PRESIDENT. 

BUT EVERY YEAR, THE U.S. CONGRESS MUST DECIDE HOW! MUCH HONEY 
TO SPEND ON ALL FCDERAL PROGRAMS -- ISICLUDING DEFENSE. WITH 
DEFENSE POLICY A BIG ISSUE I! THIS YEAR'S ELECTIOi! CAMPAIGN, 
VOA'S MARK DILLEN EXAMIHES OME ITHPORTANT MILITARY CONCERI -- 
THE U.S. NAVY. 

VOICE: 

CURRENTLY, THE NAVY ROCEIVES MORE MONEY THAN ANY OF THE 
OTHER U.S, ARNED SERVICES. 8UT WIETHIN THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, 
THERE HAS BEEN GRO'MNING CONCLER' THAT THIS IS EITHER WOT ENOUGH -- 
OR THAT THE HOHWEY 1S BEING Ui 'ISELY SPENT Of COSTLY PROJECTS. 

OWE CAUSE FOR COHCER'! IS THE DRAMATIC GROWTH OF THE 
SOVIET FLEET. ‘WHILE AMERICA ADMIRALS HAVE CHOSEN TO RETIRE 
OLDER U.S. SHIPS TO FREE HOKEY FOR STEPBUILDING, THE 
NUMBER OF SHIPS UNDER U.S. COMHIAIO HAS FALLEM TO FOUR HUNDRED 
EIGHTY--THE LOWEST NUMBER SImCce BEFORE WORLD WAR THO. 

Ti CONTRAST, THE SOVIFT FLEET HAS GROIN TO NEARLY 
EIGHT HUNDRED NAVAL SHIPS. THi DISPARITY IN THE SIZES OF THE 
AMERTCAN AWD SOVIET FLEETS IS PARTIALLY OFFSET BY THE MAVAL 
FORCES OF AHCRICA'S HATO ALLIES, BUT THE SOVIET PRESENCE It! 
EUROPEAN WATERS IS LCREASING EVIDENT. 

SOME FIFTY SOVIET SHIPS PATROL THE MEDITERRANEAN -- AND 
SOVIET SUBMARINES ARE POSITIOMED OFF THE COAST OF NORWAY -~- 
NOT FAR FROM THE HORTH SEA OIL FIELOS. SCANDANAVIAN COUNTRIES 
ARE ALSO SAID TO BE COMCERNED AIOUT WARSAW PACT AiIPHIBIOUS 


EXERCISES ALONG THE EAST GERIIAN COAST. 
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AMERICAN PLANNERS ARE NOY FACED WITH THO IMPORTANT 
QUESTIONS: HOM MUCH DOES THE GROTH OF THE SOVIET FLEET 
IMPAIR WESTERI! DEFENSES? AND, HO'U CAH THE UIITED STATES 
COUNTER THESE MOVES EFFECTIVELY -- AT HOT TOO GREAT A COST? 
MILITARY ANALYSTS AGREE THAT SHEER NUMBERS ARE HOT 
NECESSARILY AND ACCURATE Ii'DICATOR OF OVERALL HAVAL STRENGTH. 
SOME AMERICAI! OFFICIALS, FOR EXAMPLE, ARGUE THAT THE UNITED 
STATES MAKES UP FOR ITS LAG If! HUN3ERS THROUGH QUALITY -- 
IN THE FOR! OF HORE NUCLCAR-PO'CRED SHIPS -- AD SIZE. 
NONETHELESS, THE EMPAHSIO!! OF THE SOVIET FLEET TO MORE, 
LARGER SHIPS HAS NADE IT POSSICLE FOR MORE SOVIET WARSHIPS 
TO PATROL THE WORLD'S OCEA'S, A!D TO MOVE OFFENSIVELY AGAINST 
MORLD SHIPPING SHOULD A CRISIS OCCUR. “!/ESTERN AHALYSTS MUST 
NO! VEIGH THIS DEVELOPHEIT WITH A NE“ STUDY CONDUCTED SY THE 
LISRARY OF CONGRESS THAT PSEDICTS THE SOVIET FLEET MAY 


IN FACT BEGIN TO DECREASC. 
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IN THIS ELECTION YEAR, ALL THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES -- 
EXCEPT DEMOCRAT HORRIS UDALL -- SAY A SUBSTANTIAL SHIPBUILDING 
EFFORT IS REQUIRED TO KEEP PACE WITH THE SOVIET UNION. A KEY 
COMIITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES RECENTLY TiHCREASED 
PRESIDENT FORD'S PROPOSED SIX THOUSAHD MILLIOi! DOLLAR 
SHIPBUILDING BUDGET FOR THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR BY AiOTHER ONE 
THOUSAND MILLIOi DOLLARS. AAD LAST WEEK, DEFENSE SECRETARY 
SONALD RUMSFELD GAVE ADHIHISTRATIOZ! SUPPORT TO SUCH AN INCREASE-- 
BUT SAID IT SiiOULD GO TOMARD BUILDING MORE, LESS EXPENSIVE 
VESSELS, 

SOOH, PRESIDENT FORD IS TO SUBMIT A FIVE-YEAR SHIPBUILDING 
PLAIi TO CONGRESS -- FULFILLING A REQUEST GOVERNMENT PLANNERS 
FIRST MADE SEVERAL YEARS AGO. 8UT TO REVERSE WHAT MISTER 
RUMSFELD HAS CALLED A DECADE-OLD TREND TOWARD NAVAL INFERIORITY 
1S ESTIMATED TO REQUIRE MORE THAN EIGHTY THOUSAND MILLION DOLLAR’ 


IN THE COMING TEN YEARS. 


